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New Book on Net Neutrality Released
FSF President Randolph May Co-Edits Book of Essays on Hot Topic
POTOMAC, MD – A new book, Net Neutrality or Net Neutering: Should Broadband Internet Services Be Regulated?, by Randolph J. May, President of the Free State Foundation, has been released by Springer, the well-known academic publisher. The book, co-edited with Thomas Lenard of the Progress & Freedom Foundation, contains a series of essays discussing the economic, legal, regulatory, and social issues surrounding the current debate over “Net Neutrality”.  According to May, “The debate over Net Neutrality almost certainly is the most important communications policy debate of the past several years. Despite the superficial appeal of the Net Neutrality moniker, there is a very good argument that imposition of the new regulatory mandates sought to be imposed by net neutrality advocates will, in fact, retard further development of high-speed broadband networks and innovation on the Internet. Hence, I use the term ‘Net Neutering’ to describe the impose-new-regulation position.”

Net Neutrality and Net Neutering, in addition to an informative Foreword putting the NN debate into context, contains six essays by well-known economics and legal scholars discussing the pros and cons of imposing new mandates. With the release of the new book, May says: “Whether one thinks he or she already knows a lot about the subject of net neutrality, or is still trying to figure out whether the pro or con side is right, I’m convinced the reader will come away from this book with a much deeper understanding of this very important issue that too frequently is discussed in sound bites.”
In the Foreword, May and Lenard explain that the book’s essays discuss “the history of access mandates; the current and projected state of the broadband marketplace; the impact of access mandates on investment in new broadband facilities, applications and content; the relationship of Net Neutrality mandates to the preservation of property rights and an open marketplace of ideas; the costs and benefits of regulating or not; and much more.”  According to May, “with the debate over net neutrality (or, as I prefer, net neutering) still raging, this book should contribute to a more rational and better informed decision-making process.” The book may be ordered from Springer, and it is also available from Amazon.
The Free State Foundation is a non-profit Maryland-based think tank. Its purpose is to promote, through research and educational activities, understanding of free market, limited government, and rule of law principles.
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